
What Do You Know
and Think About
Europe?



Treaty of Paris: It created the European Coal and
Steel Community, which brought countries
together for economic reasons after World War II.

1952

The European Union is a political and economic union of
European countries that was built on a series of important
treaties. These agreements have shaped how member states
cooperate over time.

1992
Maastricht Treaty: This is a very important treaty. It
officially created the European Union and introduced
the idea of a single currency, which became the euro.

2009
Treaty of Lisbon: This treaty updated the EU's structure.
It gave more power to the European Parliament and made
the EU's decision-making process more efficient and
democratic.

European History
and Treaties



A treaty is a formal, legally binding agreement
between two or more sovereign states (countries) or
international organizations. Treaties are used to
govern relationships and set rules on a wide range of
issues

What is a treaty and
what does it do?1 2 Research the following EU treaties and

write a short summary of the purpose and
main changes of each treaty below.

Treaty of Rome: The Treaty establishing the European Economic
Community created a common market among the six participating
countries (Belgium, France, Germany, Italy, Luxembourg and the
Netherlands). The aim was to foster closer links and boost economic
growth through increased trade.

Schengen Treaty : On 14 June 1985 the Federal Republic of
Germany, France, Belgium, Luxembourg and the Netherlands signed
the Schengen Agreement on the gradual abolition of checks at their
common borders. The Agreement is named after the small town in
Luxembourg on the border to France and Germany where it was
signed.

Maastricht Treaty: With the Maastricht Treaty, the European
Economic Community became the European Community. The
codecision procedure was introduced and the scope of the
cooperation procedure was expanded, giving the European
Parliament more legislative and supervisory powers.



From 1954 to 2025, the European Union evolved from 6 founding
countries to 27 member states. Integration deepened through
several enlargements. The United Kingdom left in 2020 (Brexit). The
EU expanded its powers and cooperation but also faced challenges
such as economic, migration, and geopolitical crises.

How has the European Union
membership evolved from 1954 to 2025?3

4 Now has the Europea Union contributed to
maintaining peace and stability in Europe
since its foundation?

THE EUROPEAN UNION HAS BEEN ESSENTIAL FOR KEEPING PEACE IN EUROPE
SINCE IT BEGAN. Here are the main ways it has helped:

Making war unthinkable : the EU started as a way for countries to share
important resources like coal and steel. By tying their economies together, it
made it impossible for them to go to war with each other.

Promoting democracy: to join the EU, a country must be a democracy
and respect human rights. This rule has encouraged many countries,
especially in Eastern Europe, to become more stable and peaceful.

Using diplomacy: the EU uses its influence to solve problems peacefully.



What major challenges and turning points has the EU faced throughout its
History?

5

Enlargements (especially Eastward in 2004) → more influence but also internal divergences.

Euro and financial crisis (2008-2012) - deeper economic integration but exposed Eurozone weaknesses

Migration crisis (2015) → divisions among states on solidarity and border management.

Brexit (2016-2020) - first member exit, with major political and economic impact.

COVID-19 pandemic - new cooperation on health and economy (NextGenerationEU).

War in Ukraine (since 2022) - sanctions, stronger political unity, and energy challenges.



What’s your age?



Where are you from?



What is one of the results of
the Maastricht Treaty?



What does the Schengen
Treaty entail?



Do you think the EU managed
the Covid-19 crisis well?



How would you rate the EU’s
impact on your daily life?



What do you think is the main
purpose of the European Union?


